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Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook  

 January 4 – January 10, 2018 
 

 Heavy rains impacted many parts of the island during the past week 
 

A frontal system moving through the area brought a great deal of moisture into the region and enhanced rainfall over the 

island. Several days of heavy rainfall were recorded in many areas, but especially across southwestern Haiti, 
Northwestern Haiti and northern provinces of the Dominican Republic. Total rainfall of over 150mm has been reported. As 

a result of the torrential rains, flash flooding and landslides are likely an issue. Since January is climatologically a dry time 

of year for Hispaniola, the past week’s rain resulted in large positive 7-day anomalies. The rain served to eliminate the 
marginal moisture deficits which had been sustained across the island since the beginning of December. Despite dryer 

conditions to start the winter; remotely sensed vegetation health indices depict favorable conditions across most of the 
island. A few local parts of central and northeastern Dominican Republic exhibit lesser index values. Weather models 

forecast that wetter than normal conditions will continue, especially during the beginning of the period. While rains are 

unlikely to be as heavy as last week, totals of 25-50mm are possible. As a result, the flood threat remains.    


